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_ ain cash and. provided: “‘ex- 
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ning the het] out of the CIA.” 
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Giancana 
Fidel plot a big con 


- By Thomas B. pi 
Sun-Times: Bureay ; d 
WASHINGTON: ~~ The late 
Chicago gang boss Sam Gian- 
cana was reported Thursday to 
have confided ‘to a friend that 
an underworld: operation, de- 
signed to assassinate Cuban 
Prime Minister Fidel Castro, 
‘actually was a ‘big con game 
against the Central ir 
telligence Agency. S 
The Senate intelligence com- 
mittee’s assassination report 
also Confirmed - ‘thytthe CLA 
approved a wiretap for Gane” 
cana on a girl friend and inter. 
vened to prevent the denorta- 
tion of a fellow Chicago mob- 4 
ster, John Rosselli, i 
Giancana, who was slain ia 
his Oak Park home lasc June, 
was quoted as having told a 
freind, Joseph Shimon, that’ 


nized the scheme, was “con- 


According to the. committee 
report, the CIA laid out $12,700 


plosives, detonators, rifles, 
handguns, radios and boat ra- 
dar costing $5,000," but never 
was able to establish that any 
attempt actually was made on 
Castro's life, 

Giancana reportedly found 
the whole thing highly amus- 
Ing. When local police in Las | 
- Vegas discovered the wiretap, 
Rosselli testified; “I remem- 
ber his expession, smoking a 
elgar, he almost swallowed it 
laughing about it,” 

The committee report traced 
this sequence of events 

Late in 1960 the’ :CIA ap-| 
proached Maheu, an ex-Feder-| 
al Bureau of Investigation man| 
who had done odd jobs for it| 
before, to recruit underworld 
figures involved in gambling in j 
Cuba to assassinate a he 


- 


_FBI and the Justice Depart- | 


| 


1 19? 
976 


i 
| 


quote: | 


Maheu recruited - Rosselli, : 
“who in turn recruited Gian. ; 
cana and-Santo Traificante, ; 
the ‘Cosa Nostra chieftain in 


 ; Cuba.” Maheu testified that | 
’ Giancana's job was to “locate : 


. Bomeone in Castro’s entourage | 
who could accomplish the as- 
sassination.” 

Giancana demanded an im- 5 
mediate personal favor — that 


an electronic in bug be placed in 
‘the. hotel room of his girl 


friend; whom he suspected of 


< having an atfair with another 


man, 


With CIA assistance — ac- 
~Cording to a mero by the late 
FBI director J. Edgar Hoover 
-- the tap was. installed. But 
ihe private eye who did the job 
left the equipment unattended. 
one afternoon and it was dis- 
covered by a maid, who called 
the local sheriff. : 
“It is apparent that the CIA 
paid for the tap,’ the report 
yeoncluded by passing money to 
Maheu in the form of ‘a. retai-. 
ner. Afterwards, the CIA inter-.| 
vened successfuly with the 


et 
— 


ment to prevent Maheu’s pros- il 

ecution, 4 

: oe in 196Y, the CiA turned 4 

ver pvison pills and $10,080 a4 

Bicaee money on a $150,000 

assassination fee — ta Maheu, i 

Rosselit and Trafticante at a 
meeting at the Fountainbleau 

Hotel in Miami. ; 
- The money and the: pills } 
were supposed to go to a Cue § 

i 

i 

i 

: 


ban who supposedly ran a res- 


taurant Castro frequented. 
But, according to the cem- 
mittee report, “‘the attempt. 
met with failure,” = 


ae 


' operation as‘ “untrustworthy.” 
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CIA offictals iestitied that ; 
Rosselli. and Giancana. were-} 
“never. paid a cent™ for their | 

strvices, But the officials con-- 
ceded the involvement in the 
Las Vegas wiretap and also ! 
admitted approaching the Im- § 
migration and Naturalization ? 
Service on Rossellt’s vehalf in 


The CIA's’ dnspectse ‘genérak ; 
speculated © that .Castro had 
Ysiopped going to the restau- 


ty ‘ant. Mahen suggested that the 
“Cuban agent might not have | 


received. the necessary “go 
signal.” 


In any event, a second at- 


> tempt was made in early 1962, .- 
. By that time, Maheu and Gian- 


cana had been dealt out of the 


But Rosselli was kept on under 
the direction of CIA operator 
William’ Harvey. 

Pills were again passed to 
Harvey, who passed them to 
Rosselli, who said he was still 
working with the same Cuban. 
‘As payment, the CIA trans- 
ferred $2,700 to Rosselli and 
arranged for the delivery of 
weapous ‘and equipment that 
the Cuban purportedly de- 

manded for the Anti-Castro, un- 
derground. Ee 

‘Once again; .the ‘9 eration 
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without‘any results. 0.7 - 


